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SUBJECT: FRENCH REVIEW CURRENT COMMERCIAL NUCLEAR POWER 
PROGRAM 

1. THE MAY 17, 1977 COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MEETING, 

PRESIDED BY PRESIDENT GISCARD, REVIEWED THE ERENCH 
NUCLEAR ENERGY GENERATION PROGRAM. IT WAS DECIDED TO 
SET UP AN INTERMINISTERIAL COMMITTEE TO BE CHAIRED BY 
THE PRIME MINISTER WHICH WILL MEET EVERY THREE MONTHS 
AND WILL EVALUATE THE PROGRESS OF THE FRENCH NUCLEAR 
ENERGY PROGRAM. AFTER THE MEETING PRESIDENT GISCARD 
EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OE PROGRESSIVELY SUBSTITUTING 
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NUCLEAR ENERGY FOR OIL IN THE GENERATION OF 
ELECTRICITY. THE OFEICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT STRESSED THAT 
THE PREVIOUS DIRECTIVES OF THE CENTRAL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE OE FEBRUARY 1, 1975 AND OF THE COUNCIL OF 
MINISTERS OF APRIL 15, 1976 REMAIN THE BASIS OE THE 
PROGRAM. THIS PROGRAM FORESEES CONSTRUCTION START FOR 
12,000 MWE NUCLEAR CAPACITY IN 1976-77 AND 5,000 MWE IN 
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1978. THE MAY 17 ANNOUNCEMENT DID NOT ENDORSE ANY 
SPECIEIC TARGET CAPACITIES. A NEW REPORT ON REQUIRED 
NUCLEAR ENERGY PRODUCTION IS EXPECTED TO BE COMPLETED 
IN ABOUT A WEEK, AND GOVERNMENT DECISIONS ON PLANT 
CAPACITY TO BE BUILT ARE EXPECTED AT THE END OF JUNE. 

2. COMMENT: IT APPEARS THERE ARE HIGH-LEVEL GOVERNMENT 
CONCERNS THAT THE CURRENT PROGRAM IS OVERLY AMBITIOUS. 
EESSENHEIM I IS OVER ONE YEAR BEHIND SCHEDULE, AND 
OTHER EARLY PLANTS ARE LIKELY TO BE SOMEWHAT LATE. 
THERE IS AT LEAST SOME LOCAL OPPOSITION TO BUILDING OP 
THE PLANTS AT SEVERAL SELECTED SITES. THE ECONOMICS OP 
THE PLANTS APPEAR LESS ATTRACTIVE THAN A FEW YEARS AGO, 
VERY EXTENSIVE FINANCIAL RESOURCES ARE REQUIRED, AND 
THE DEMAND FOR ELECTRICITY MAY BE LESS THAN 
PREVIOUSLY ANTICIPATED. 
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